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. ,BOUT an Age ago it was the Fathion 
* England, fe we one that would be 
‘thought religious, to oer as — San- 
a tity as le into his Face, and in par~ 
ticular sto atin fom Bw a of = ox 
and Pleafantry, which were looked upon as 

ks. of 4 "Earatl Mind. The Saint was of s 

rowfal Countenance, and generally ‘eaten up 
ith Spleen and Melancholly. A, Gentle who 
as Istely ‘a‘gteat Ornament to the Learned World, 
‘fas diverted me. more, than once with.an- Account 
of the Reception. which he met ‘with front a ve« 
ast” B ty’fomous Independent Minifter, who was, Head of 










their & Colledge in thofe times.. This Gentleman was 

‘ & then. a Sang. Adventeier i the Republic! of Let- 
vel, vend juft fitted out for the Univerfity with a good 
ped 30 of Latin and Greek. “Flis Friends were re 
paint’ § folved thathe fhould try his Fortine: at an EleGion 
pty Which was drawing near in the College; of which 


adel F the Independent Minifter, whom I have’ befoke men; 
be acd.” was Governor. Fhe Youth, : according 


vad BH to Cuftom, waited.on him in-order tobe examin 
dooye ed. He was received at the Door by a Servant, 
"pie | Who was ‘onc, of that plooitly Generation: which 
gd & were then in Fafhion.. He conduéied him, with 


t J Bt great Silence and Serioufnefs; t0°a' ong’ Gallery 
eo oni darkned at’ Noonday, and had only a 
fiagle Candle burning in it. After a fhort Stay in 
this melancholly Apartment, he was led into a Cham- 
ber hung with Black, where he entertained _him- 
felf for fome time by the glimméring of a Taper, 
till at length the Head of the Colledge came out to 


and & tim, from an inner Room, withtalf a Dozen Night- 
:- W Cops upon his Head, and a religious Horror ia his 
Ins gens 
in a. : ° (Price Two-pence.) 
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‘ Cotintetiatice: The young Man trembled ; but bis 


Fears encreafed, when, ,inftead of being asked what 
Progrefs he had made in Learning, he was examin- 
ed how he abounded in Grace. His Latiz and 
Greek ftood him in little ftead; he was to give an 
Account “only of the State of his Soul, whe- 
ther he was of the Number of the Ele@ ; what was 
the Occafion of bis Converfion; upon what Day 
of the Month, and Hour of the Day it happened; 
how it was carried on, and when compleated? 
The whole Examination was fummed up with one 
fort Queftion, Namely, Whether be was prepared 
for Death? The Boy, who had been bred up by 


- hoveft Parents, was frighted out of his Wits atthe 


Solemnity of the Proceeding ,and by the laft dreadful. 
Interrogatory ; fo that upon making his Efcape out 
Of this Houfe of Mourning, he could never be 
brought a Second time to the Examination, as not 
being able to go through the Terrors of it. 


Notwithflanding: this general Form and Out- 
fide of Religion is pretty well worn out among us, 
there are inahy Perfons, who, by a‘ natural Un- 

tne of Heart, miftaken Notions of Piety, 
love to indulge 


or Weiknely ‘ot Yoderftanding, 
this uncon ble way of Life, and give up 
Melancholly. Su- 


themfelves a’Prey to Grief and 
perftitious Fears, and groundlefs Scruples, cutthem 
off from ‘the Pleafurgs of Converfation, and all 
thofe Social Entertaliments which are riot only in- _ 
nocent but laudable ; as if Mirth was made for Re- 
probates,-and Chearfulnefs of Heart denied thofe 
who are the anly Perfons: that have a proper Ti- 
tle to it. i 
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Sombriasis one of thefe Sons pone geo Hethinks 


If we may believe our Logicians, Man is dific- 


pie Phliged in “Duty so be d difecnfolate. ifhed from all other Creatures, by the Faculty of 

ooks on afudden Fit of Laughter, as a Breach ughter. He has an Heart capable of Mirth, and 
of his Ba ifmal Yow nocept Jeft ftartles natuyally difpolgd to it. it is not the: of 
him lige Blafpbemy. Tell him of oke who is ad- Virtue to ¢ e the Af iops of the Miod, bat 
van le of Honour, he lifts up hisHands . to regulate name. It may mod 


and Eye: defcribe ‘a Publick Ceremony, he. thakes 
his Head; fhow him a gay Equipage, he bleffes him- 
felf, All the little Ornaments of Life are Pomps 
end Vanities: Mirth is wanton, and Wit prophane. 
He is fcandalized at Youth for being lively, and at 

for being playful. He fits at a€hriften- 
ing, or a Marriage-Feait, as at a Funeral; fighs 
at the Conclufion of a merry Story ; and grows de- 


but was net defigned to Banifh Gindnets from the 
Heart of Man. Religion contra@s the Circle of 
our Pleafures, but leaves it wide enough for her 
Votaries to expatiate in. The Contemplation of 
the Divine Being, and the Exercife of Virtue, ar 

in their own Nature fo far from excluding all Glee 
= of Heart, that they are perpetual Sources of it, 


In vite the true Spirit of Religion cheers, as well 
Soul; it Lat 


vout when the reft of the Con) ro _ indeed al 
¢ ‘at Sin el ; Soligiogs “Mei, awl ' Bers, tn vicious an att Mirth, du 
ave behaved him fel oery Properly, yed: exchange’ s the Mind with ¢ perpetual Sereni 
when Chriftianity was under a general Pe ala nninterrupted  ‘Chearfuinefs, and an‘ ttabitusl os 


I would by no means prefume to tax fuch Cha- 
ra@ers with Hypocrifie, as is done too frequently, 


that being a Vice which [ think nonebut He, who‘ 


kuowstheSccrets of Mens Hearts, fhould pretend to 
difcover in another, where the Proofs of it do got 
amount to a Demonftration, On the contrary, as 

there are many Excellent Perfons, who are weigh- 
ed down by this habitual Sorrow of Heart, they ra- 
ther deferve our Compaffion than our Reproaches. 
I think, however, they would do well to confider, 
whether fuch a Behaviour does not deter Men 


clination to pleafe others, as wellas to be pleafed 
in it felf. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


At the Defire of feveral Ladies of Quality. 

By her Majelty’s Company of Comedians. 
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from » Religious Life, by reprefenting it. one can eee me 

fociible’ fae, Bay atin a Jy all J Joy 4 nb oe ; ie ‘$F is now Fy Ve 
nefs, darkéns the Face of ‘Nature, and os a 6 #6 7) ke arr eft a _ 
Relift Of Being i it felf. - he a s Chars lage Paper, + cee: wg b 50 Seen 


I have, in former: Papers, Pasisly a 
Tendency there is to neh uinefs in 
and how’ fuch a Frame of Mind is not pag 
mot Jovely, but the moft commendable jp 9 yir- 


hen 


vy 


nef, of. the y bear lagy The 
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ee the Tenshl le sees Saat ug 
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ttious Perfon. In thort, thofe who reprefent Re- “ny iy Seer ie ht eet, me 

ligion in fo unamiable a Light, are like the Spies. oo me ich 

fetit by Mofes to make a Ditcoyery of the Landof rae ae ppt Gardente is tet ae 

Promife, when by their Reports they frouraged, the a y Adi 5 heer th patsy Dreling He of of Me 

me rae ene upon a Kee ce re thoy. Te the Hosfhold Goods rei a ew 

us the Joy, the Chearfulnefs, the ymour, ..) mat 

that naturally {pring up id this bapey St ec € like ate ae wil Ekg pas mee i apd won be = 

the Spies’ bringing along with them oie af mude ot Mr. fs Prudam Mercer 7 he ov Beck 

Grapes, and delicious Fruits, a ite invite the 4 This Day Day is “Publith'd, Tha 

Companions into the pleafant Country which pro-. Th Bi Hiftory. aft the be Rrocredings fe the Secend hao rack: 

duced them, ra both - a hots Fee Fee ad wan the see zone ee 

e 5 i2 — », Mr » the Duke 2. 

An Eniinént Pagan Writer has made a Difcoyprfe, pre ep apy dy 8. AS ir A 

to thow that the Atheift,’ who denies a Gad, does hs nas ate: m0 mie apes be Coren deay 

him lets Dithohour than the Man who QRS, 4 3 tie Oran ail dwcae rond 

Being, but ‘at the fame time believes him to, be, inion of Avage wish tha, Proses ac large, enter’d by-fme L the 

cruel, hard td pleafe, and terrible (0 Hagan Na- RA Tal ey . 4 dr zh brig, nt ag ' 

ture. For my own part, fays he, I ha ys rather. ‘eof To porene i wend wire cussy'l nae + for fe + BThe 

it thould be faid of me, that there was never any, Ruben x Payer: be adh. 3 and fold: by B, Bee pt 

{uch Man’ as Alwtarch, thay that Platarch. was ill- agen 2 SR Hed ; m4 6d. Where. maz: be bed che Bad 


natured, capricious or inhuman, 
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